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Q: How were you able to land these large

contracts like the Exxon Mobil convenience
stores, Amtrak and Delta airlines?

Stiller: Mobil came to us over 10 years ago
and we got one convenience store that was
right across from a Dunkin’ Donuts. The
owner said if you can do anything with this
location I’ll talk to you about the rest of the
stores. And we increased the coffee sales of
the store about five times. So we got the rest
of that chain, which led to recognition in the
area and we just kept getting more conven-
ience stores. They tested us against all the
other coffee companies and found that our
products did indeed sell better. We offered
better support. And then we signed a con-
tract with Mobil for five years.

Q: Your company has also come up with
some technological innovations.

Stiller: I think the whole convenience
store area was initiated with our use of air
pots or the vacuum pump, thermal server.
Because historically the coffee wasn’t able
to be kept fresh at the convenience store
level. And with those servers we were able to
offer a variety of coffees with a much longer
shelf life than coffee sitting on a burner.

We were one of the first to recognize the
sustainable issue with coffee. We tried to
work with the farms to improve the farms,
the product and the workers. It makes sense
from a business point of view that if the peo-
ple are taken care of you’re going to have a
better product. Nobody that is treated poor-
ly is going to put their heart and soul into
developing a good coffee.

Q: It appears you followed Ben & Jerry’s
philosophy of social responsibility.

Stiller: It’s been very important to us. I
think it’s been very motivational to people
in the company knowing that they are
achieving a greater good in the world
through what we do. We’ve had sustainable
coffees for quite a while. And that led the in-
dustry in organic and fair trade (coffees).
We’ve also encouraged our customers like
Exxon Mobil. It was the first convenience
store on a national level to have an organic
coffee as their coffee of the month. This year
they’ve done a fair trade coffee.

Q: What do you mean by a fair trade cof-
fee?

Stiller: A fair trade coffee is certified that
the farm that it comes from is a co-op. It’s
owned by the farmers. They get a minimum
wage. So that they can live off of that. It’s
a major factor right now in that coffee is the
second largest commodity behind oil. But
unlike oil, coffee is a product of the people.
There are 25 million farmers involved in
farming and developing coffee. And about 75
percent of them are small farms. So if a
farmer can’t earn a living and support a fam-
ily with coffee, what do they do? They turn
to the government for support or they can
turn to other illegal crops. We’re talking
about a life and death situation for these
people. The break-even point for coffee is
about 85 or 90 cents (a pound). It doesn’t pay
for them to produce good coffee. Coffee
prices are below 50 cents right now. So a lot
of the work that goes into good coffee is not
happening. Sometimes they will pick coffee
four or five times during the harvest season.
Now, they’re picking it once because they
can’t afford the pickers. This whole fair
trade initiative was really developed to guar-
antee economic stability for the farmers and
with that almost guarantees more of a de-
mocracy in a lot of these Third World coun-
tries because it provides that economic sta-
bility.

Q: Has NAFTA, the North American Free
Trade Agreement, had any effect on your
business?

Stiller: It doesn’t really come into play. I
think it’s more for manufactured goods as
opposed to agriculture.

Q: You have a director of social responsi-
bility to oversee that area of the company?

Stiller: I think consumers are looking for
more of that from companies. A lot of the
people here are really motivated to make a
difference in the world. They feel it’s the
right thing to do.

Q: The economy is either in a recession or
close to a recession. Have you seen any indi-
cation of that in your business? Or is coffee
one of those products that consumers regard
as a necessity?

Stiller: It is a necessity. People enjoy it.
It’s part of their life. It’s an energizing expe-
rience. It’s reflective in a sense. You sort of
take a break for coffee. And lots of times
ideas come to you with that reflection. In
troubled times, people might drink more cof-
fee. In the overall scheme of things, there
might be a little bit of a downturn but it
wouldn’t be very significant.

Q: You’ve been doing business in Vermont
since 1981. Has the state been a difficult
place for your company to do business?

Stiller: I think it’s been a great experience.
The Vermont name has added a lot (of
value). I think the people we have hired are
wonderful. There is a real sense of integrity
and a hard work ethic. We haven’t had too
many problems with the permitting process.
We’ve always felt supported by state govern-
ment and other agencies within the govern-
ment. The only issue has been in the banking
area where we have had trouble getting the
credit lines from local banks. We went down
to Boston years ago and have been banking
out of the state.∑

f

PAYING TRIBUTE TO RON CASS

∑ Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to Ron Cass, a
man who embraces the idea that one
person can truly make a difference.
Ron is retiring after 28 years with
KXLF–TV as General Manager in
Butte, MT. While his job required a
keen sense of community, it was his
dedication to his family and the city of
Butte that I want to recall today.

Ron joined KXLF in 1974 and worked
his way up the corporate ladder. He
was named President of KXLF Commu-
nications, Inc. in 1986 and later added
the management of KBZK in Bozeman,
MT. Born in Harlowton, Ron started
out as a disc jockey but soon chose tel-
evision as his medium of choice. I be-
lieve he chose wisely.

During the past several years, Ron
has been instrumental in helping me
understand a variety of telecommuni-
cation issues. He has given me his ideas
freely and helped me to understand not
only the growing complexity of the in-
dustry but also the need to remember
what is important for Montana TV
viewers who rely on the medium for
their information.

Meanwhile, Ron found himself com-
plaining about the current state of af-
fairs in his hometown of Butte. He re-
alized rather quickly that talking
about problems didn’t produce re-
sults—actions certainly speak louder
than words. Ron went into action. He
now has a long list of accomplishments
and I believe that Butte is a better
place today because of his efforts.

Whether as President of the Butte
Chamber of Commerce, a member of
the United Way Board of Directors,

part of the Butte-Silver Bow Law En-
forcement Commission, or even a mem-
ber of the county’s Study Commission,
Ron rolled up his sleeves and Butte
reaped the benefits. He also made a
commitment to the local Exchange
Club and the Pachyderms. He even bat-
tled Butte’s frigid temperatures to help
the Salvation Army during their an-
nual bell ringing fundraiser at Christ-
mas time.

Those who know Ron Cass know that
his personal participation is not for
personal glory or a Butte parade on St.
Patrick’s Day. Ron’s involvement
comes from his desire to give back;
give back to the very folks who helped
him succeed in Montana when he first
arrived and decided to raise a family in
Butte.

Today, Ron cherishes his family and
many friends as he begins his retire-
ment. His children, Barbara, Lura, and
Dan—and his grandchildren, Timothy,
Sean, Alex, Andrew, and Jake—and of
course, his fiance, Nancy all agree that
‘‘Poppa’’ is a true role model.

About the same time he decided to
contribute his talent, energy, and
strength to Butte, his grandson, Alex,
was born with Down Syndrome. From
that day on, Ron made it his mission to
support and encourage Alex in all that
he would choose to do. That has in-
cluded his grandson’s efforts in Special
Olympics and the joys of mainstreamed
education.

Ron Cass’s unselfish actions through-
out his CBS Television Network career
transcend the airwaves. His actions are
shown today in the quality of his fam-
ily’s lives and the many friends who
will gather and honor him before or
after his last ‘‘working’’ day.

I would like to take this opportunity
to personally thank Ron for all he has
done to benefit the City of Butte, and
the State of Montana. I want to wish
him well in his retirement. While I am
certain he will be spending plenty of
time within the community he holds so
close to his heart, I’m also certain that
he’ll be enjoying the Treasure State on
the back of his motorcycle with the
wind in his hair.∑
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MEASURE REFERRED
The following bill, previously re-

ceived from the House of Representa-
tives for concurrence, was read the
first and second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 3282. An act to designate the Federal
building and United States courthouse lo-
cated at 400 North Main Street in Butte,
Montana, as the ‘‘Mike Mansfield Federal
Building and United States Courthouse’’; to
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

f

ENROLLED BILLS AND JOINT
RESOLUTIONS PRESENTED

The Secretary of the Senate reported
that on today, December 14, 2001, she
had presented to the President of the
United States the following enrolled
bills:
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S. 494. An act to provide for a transition to

democracy and to promote economic recov-
ery in Zimbabwe.

S. 1196. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Investment Act of 1958, and for other
purposes.

S.J. Res. 26. A joint resolution providing
for the appoint of Patricia Q. Stonesifer as a
citizen regent of the Board of Regents of the
Smithsonian Institution.

f

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. BIDEN, from the Committee on
Foreign Relations, with an amendment:

S. 1779: A bill to authorize the establish-
ment of ‘‘Radio Free Afghanistan’’, and for
other purposes. (Rept. No. 107–125).

By Mr. BAUCUS, from the Committee on
Finance, with an amendment in the nature
of a substitute:

H.R. 3009: A bill to extend the Andean
Trade Preference Act, to grant additional
trade benefits under that Act, and for other
purposes. (Rept. No. 107–126).

By Mr. BIDEN, from the Committee on
Foreign Relations, with an amendment in
the nature of a substitute and with an
amendment preamble:

H. Con. Res. 211: A concurrent resolution
commending Daw Aung San Suu Kyi on the
10th anniversary of her receiving the Nobel
Peace Prize and expressing the sense of the
Congress with respect to the Government of
Burma.

f

EXECUTIVE REPORT OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive report of
committee was submitted:

By Mr. BIDEN, from the Committee on
Foreign Relations:

Treaty Doc. 106–22—Treaty with Russia on
Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Mat-
ters (Exec. Rept. No. 107–3)

TEXT OF THE COMMITTEE-RECOMMENDED
RESOLUTION OF ADVICE AND CONSENT

SECTION 1. ADVICE AND CONSENT TO RATIFICA-
TION OF THE TREATY WITH THE
RUSSIAN FEDERATION ON MUTUAL
LEGAL ASSISTANCE IN CRIMINAL
MATTERS, SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS.

The Senate advises and consents to the
ratification of the Treaty Between the
United States of America and the Russian
Federation on Mutual Legal Assistance in
Criminal Matters, signed at Washington on
June 17, 1999 (Treaty Doc. 106 22; in this reso-
lution referred to as the ‘‘Treaty’’), subject
to the conditions in section 2.
SEC. 2. CONDITIONS.

The advice and consent of the Senate
under section 1 is subject to the following
conditions:

(1) TREATY INTERPRETATION.—The Senate
reaffirms condition (8) of the resolution of
ratification of the Document Agreed Among
the States Parties to the Treaty on Conven-
tional Armed Forces in Europe (CFE) of No-
vember 19, 1990 (adopted at Vienna on May 31
1996), approved by the Senate on May 14, 1997
(relating to condition (1) of the resolution of
ratification of the INF Treaty, approved by
the Senate on May 27, 1988).

(2) LIMITATION ON ASSISTANCE.—Pursuant
to the right of the United States under the
Treaty to deny legal assistance under the
Treaty that would prejudice the essential
public policy or interests of the United
States, the United States shall deny any re-
quest for such assistance if the Central Au-
thority of the United States (as designated

in Article 3(2) of the Treaty), after consulta-
tion with all appropriate intelligence, anti-
narcotic, and foreign policy agencies, has
specific information that a senior Govern-
ment official of the requesting party who
will have access to information to be pro-
vided as part of such assistance is engaged in
a felony, including the facilitation of the
production or distribution of illegal drugs.

(3) SUPREMACY OF THE CONSTITUTION.—
Nothing in the Treaty requires or authorizes
the enactment of legislation or the taking of
any other action by the United States that is
prohibited by the Constitution of the United
States as interpreted by the United States.

f

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr.
HOLLINGS, and Mrs. BOXER):

S. 1829. A bill to provide for transitional
employment eligibility for qualified lawful
permanent resident alien airport security
screeners until their naturalization process
is completed, and to expedite that process; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. DEWINE:
S. 1830. A bill to amend sections 3, 4, and 5

of the National Child Protection Act of 1993,
relating to national criminal history back-
ground checks of providers of care to chil-
dren, elderly persons, and persons with dis-
abilities, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and
Mr. KERRY):

S. 1831. A bill to provide alternative min-
imum tax relief with respect to incentive
stock options exercised during 2000; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mrs. LINCOLN (for herself, Mr.
HAGEL, and Mr. BOND):

S. 1832. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to modify the credit for the
production of electricity from renewable re-
sources to include production of energy from
agricultural and animal waste; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr.
DODD, and Mr. FRIST):

S. 1833. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act with respect to qualified organ
procurement organizations; read the first
time.

By Mr. LEVIN:
S. 1834. A bill for the relief of retired Ser-

geant First Class James D. Benoit and Wan
Sook Benoit; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary.

f

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. DASCHLE (for himself and Mr.
LOTT):

S. Res. 192. A resolution to authorize rep-
resentation by the Senate Legal Counsel in
Judith Lewis v. Rick Perry, et al; considered
and agreed to.

f

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 718

At the request of Mr. MILLER, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
718, a bill to direct the National Insti-

tute of Standards and Technology to
establish a program to support re-
search and training in methods of de-
tecting the use of performance-enhanc-
ing drugs by athletes, and for other
purposes.

S. 990

At the request of Mr. JEFFORDS, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 990, a bill to amend the Pitt-
man-Robertson Wildlife Restoration
Act to improve the provisions relating
to wildlife conservation and restora-
tion programs, and for other purposes.

S. 1008

At the request of Mr. BYRD, the
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) and the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. KERRY) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1008, a bill to amend the
Energy Policy Act of 1992 to develop
the United States Climate Change Re-
sponse Strategy with the goal of sta-
bilization of greenhouse gas concentra-
tions in the atmosphere at a level that
would prevent dangerous anthropo-
genic interference with the climate
system, while minimizing adverse
short-term and long-term economic
and social impacts, aligning the Strat-
egy with United States energy policy,
and promoting a sound national envi-
ronmental policy, to establish a re-
search and development program that
focuses on bold technological break-
throughs that make significant
progress toward the goal of stabiliza-
tion of greenhouse gas concentrations,
to establish the National Office of Cli-
mate Change Response within the Ex-
ecutive Office of the President, and for
other purposes.

S. 1054

At the request of Mr. MILLER, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
1054, a bill to amend titles XVIII and
XIX of the Social Security Act to pre-
vent abuse of recipients of long-term
care services under the Medicare and
Medicaid programs.

S. 1094

At the request of Mr. MILLER, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
1094, a bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to provide for research, in-
formation, and education with respect
to blood cancer.

S. 1306

At the request of Mr. MILLER, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
1306, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to transfer all excise
taxes imposed on alcohol fuels to the
Highway Trust Fund, and for other
purposes.

S. 1478

At the request of Mr. SANTORUM, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
BAYH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1478, a bill to amend the Animal Wel-
fare Act to improve the treatment of
certain animals , and for other pur-
poses.

S. 1489

At the request of Mr. MILLER, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
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